
Port of plenty
Port Macquarie’s quiet, pristine beaches and wonderful wildlife draws  

 christine knight  and her family back, year after year.

Like many Aussie kids, I grew up making the 
annual Sydney to Gold Coast drive for our family 
holidays. Fast forward 30-odd years and not much 
has changed. The road trip north is still a family-
favourite tradition, now with our own kids in tow 
and us relieving old childhood memories of 
summers spent at play in coastal towns like 
beautiful Port Macquarie.

Located at the mouth of the Hastings River on 
the mid-NSW North Coast, Port Macquarie is 
about four hours north of Sydney and six hours 
south of Brisbane, making it a frequent stopping 
point for those families trekking the coastal road. 
But Port Macquarie is a holiday destination in itself 
and one that deserves plenty of time to explore. 
With brilliant beaches, seaside fun, wildlife and 
heritage, Port Macquarie keeps families like ours 
coming back generation after generation.

Sunset on the beach
We start this stay with a walk down to Town Beach 
at sunset. The light is pink and perfect as the last 
glow of the sun vanishes over the beach. After 
running around on the beach until the little one 
starts to tire, we walk back into town to one of the 
many restaurants on the main strip for dinner 
before calling it a day and heading straight to bed. 

We kick off another day with massive pancakes 
at Pancake Place. It’s a local icon for a good 
reason: the pancakes are huge and delicious, and 
the cafe is super kid-friendly. Then it’s back down 
to Town Beach to enjoy the sunshine and 
playground, and to clamber on and along the 
famous graffiti rocks. 

As we stroll around the breakwall, we spy a 
pod of dolphins frolicking in the Hastings River. 
Watching the light glint off their flukes as they 
spring out of the water in their aquatic dance is a 
‘pinch-yourself’ moment.

Koalas and culture
The breakwall leads back into town and the 
fibreglass furry friends of the Hello Koalas 
Sculpture Trail. There are more than 65 painted 
koalas on the trail to be found, each one unique 
and beautiful. While we spy one outside the 
historic St Thomas’ Anglican Church that was built 

by convicts in the 19th century, we are keen to 
hunt them all down and pick up a free Trail Guide 
from our next stop, Glasshouse Port Macquarie. 
This stunning building includes a theatre, regional 
gallery, information centre and gift shop, and we 
always check to see if there are family-friendly 
shows playing when we visit. 

Wildlife galore
On to the real wildlife! We obviously love koalas, 
both the fibreglass and real varieties, so the 
Billabong Zoo Koala and Wildlife Park with its 
fearsome five-metre croc, and the Koala Hospital 
are both on our list. The 3pm Walk, Talk and Feed 
tour of the Koala Hospital is a must to see the great 
work that the world’s first koala hospital dedicates 
to these precious marsupials. 

Also on our list for this trip are a few places we 
haven’t been to before, including stargazing at the 
Port Macquarie Astronomical Observatory in 
Rotary Park, above Town Beach, gorging ourselves 
on the plump strawberries we’ve picked at 
Ricardoes Tomatoes & Strawberries, and 
watching camels parade across Lighthouse Beach. 

There’s also a trek up to the historic Tacking 
Point Lighthouse, where you may glimpse 
migrating whales in the winter months, 
and Sea Acres Rainforest Centre to enjoy 
the tranquil beauty of the rainforest from 
the 1.3-kilometre boardwalk that makes 
the experience accessible for everyone. 

We could do with a few more days to relax on 
one of the 17 pristine beaches in the Port 
Macquarie region, but who has time to sit around 
when there is so much to see and do?  
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With 17 beaches in the region, you’re sure to find 
the perfect sandy spot for seaside strolls, exploring 
and swimming.

@holidayswithkids    holidayswithkids.com.au    5958

PORT MACQUARIE, NSW

http://pancakeplace.com.au/
https://www.hellokoalas.com/
https://www.hellokoalas.com/
https://www.glasshouse.org.au/Home
https://www.billabongzoo.com.au/
https://www.koalahospital.org.au/
https://www.pmobs.org.au/
http://www.ricardoes.com/
https://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/things-to-do/visitor-centres/sea-acres-rainforest-centre

