
Melbourne may be enticing with its cool cafes 
and breathtaking museums, but past the 
cultural captivations of the Victorian capital 
there’s more to explore. In order to experience 
the state’s delights, we decide to hit the road 
and split our time between the city and its 
surrounding towns for a true taste of Victoria.

Mad about Melbourne 
With its hip cafes, hands-on museums and 
gorgeous green spaces, Melbourne is our 
go-to destination when we feel the need for a 
hit of cultural edification and city cool.

We make a beeline to the museums and 
art galleries as there’s always something new 
to experience. The National Gallery of 
Victoria International is where we head to 
see the latest blockbuster exhibition, as well 
as its dedicated kids’ gallery and sculpture 
garden with play area. We hit up the 
Melbourne Museum, too, and have a 
roaringly good time with the dinosaurs, 
playing in the Children’s Gallery and 
excavating fossils in its garden space. 

Since we are huge LEGO® lovers, a visit to 
the LEGOLAND® Discovery Centre 
Melbourne is a must. Designed for kids aged 
from three to 10, the indoor attraction has 
two rides that we go on over and over; several 
themed LEGO build-and-play zones (our 
favourite is the LEGO Friends one, of course); 
a 4D cinema screening LEGO movies; and the 
MINILAND® exhibit where we locate all the 
famous buildings – at least their LEGO 
doppelgangers – in Melbourne. The kid has 
so much fun she doesn’t want to leave. 

History alive!
It’s not a trip to Melbourne without some 
outdoor exploring, so we visit Hosier Lane 
and hold our noses while checking out the 

street art, and then enjoy a ramble through 
The Ian Potter Foundation Children’s Garden 
in the Royal Botanic Gardens Victoria. The 
water feature keeps us cool on this hot 
summer’s day, while the Kitchen Garden area 
makes us hungry. We run through the 
Bamboo Forest in search of pandas and my 
little one gleefully spots statues of her 
favourite characters from classic picture book, 
The Magic Pudding. 

We like to fit in a bit of history during our 
trip, too, so head to Old Melbourne Gaol. The 
gaol offers a fascinating look at the Victorian 
legal system of bygone days and is where the 
famous bushranger Ned Kelly met his 
not-so-happy end. While we found the gaol to 
be an excellent educational outing, with its 
slightly macabre content, we feel it’s better 
suited to older kids.

After our encounter with the Kelly gang, we 
take a stroll to the nearby State Library 
Victoria to view Ned’s suit of armour and stop 
to play a game of chess while we’re there. The 
library’s Chess Room is home to one of the 
largest chess collections in the world.

Beyond Melbourne
While we could easily spend another week in 
Melbourne, we decide it is time for us to see 
what else Victoria has to offer families. 

Our first stop is Phillip Island, famous for its 
daily Penguin Parade. Every evening at 
sunset, the resident colony of little penguins 
waddles up the beach and into their burrows 
in the sand dunes. We can hear the penguin 
families calling out to their loved ones and the 
peeping and cheeping of the babies hoping 
that their dinner is on its way. 

There’s more than just the penguins to 
explore on Phillip Island, and we allow time 
on this trip to check out the large colony of 
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Hot tip
Melbourne has unpredictable weather and is known for having many seasons 

in one day. Be prepared for extreme heat and cold.
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01 Street art in Hosier Lane 02 Pick and Mix treats at LEGOLAND® Discovery Centre 03 Touring Old Melbourne Gaol  
04 Art and about at the National Gallery of Victoria 05 Back in time at Sovereign Hill 06 State Library Victoria  

07 Exploring dinosaurs at Melbourne Museum
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Australian fur seals on Seal Rocks, learn about 
Antarctica in the interactive Antarctic Journey 
attraction at The Nobbies Centre, pat koalas 
and feed kangaroos at the Maru Koala and 
Animal Park and drop by the Koala 
Conservation Centre, too. 

Before we leave the island, we stop by A 
Maze’N Things and are dazzled by the array 
of optical illusions, mazes, puzzles and magic 
that’s on offer. Then it is time to test our nerve 
on the Phillip Island SkyTrail high ropes 
course. With the minimum height 
requirement being 1.2 metres, we just scrape 
in and enjoy crossing swinging bridges, 
clambering up ropes and dodging obstacles.

Great expectations
The Great Ocean Road is next on the agenda. 
Over three days, we drive through little 
coastal towns like Torquay, Lorne and Apollo 
Bay, making sure to stop at Aireys Inlet to visit 
the Split Point Lighthouse of Round the Twist 
fame. Thanks to the show being screened on 
Netflix, the kid recognises the lighthouse too! 

The lighthouse theme continues at Cape 
Otway Lightstation, where we find the oldest 
lighthouse on mainland Australia. The Great 
Ocean Road is famous for its natural beauty, 
too, and we find spectacular scenery in 
abundance in Port Campbell National Park. 
After admiring Loch Ard Gorge, London Bridge, 
The Arch and The Grotto, we make it to the 
the 12 Apostles in time to watch the sunset. It’s 
every bit as magical as we’d imagined.

Gold rush 
To step into Ballarat is to step back in time. 
Australia’s biggest and best outdoor museum, 
Sovereign Hill, is a recreated gold rush town 
with underground mines, historical re-
enactments, horse-drawn coach tours around 

the village and skilful tradesmen using 
authentic Victorian machinery to make 
wheels, gold ingots and, best of all, lollies. But 
without question, the main attraction is the 
Red Hill Gully Diggings, where you can sluice 
your way to real gold.

Located on the actual site of the 1854 
Eureka Stockade, the Eureka Centre 
introduces kids to this rebellious chapter of 
our history, and although it is in the process 
being reinvented, you can still visit to see the 
original Eureka Flag. And Kryal Castle takes 
visitors even further back to medieval times 
with live jousting and other incredible olde 
world entertainment.

But there’s more than just history to 
explore here. Enjoy close encounters with 
free-roaming native animals at Ballarat 
Wildlife Park, pet the chickens and sheep at 
Donegan’s Farm, or take a ride on a vintage 
tram to the Botanical Gardens on the west 
side of Lake Wendouree, where you can trade 
the tram for horse-drawn transport to 
circumnavigate the lake. 

The lovely lakes 
Our last stop on our grand Victorian tour is 
the little seaside town of Lakes Entrance for 
a bit of R&R on the way back to Sydney. This 
haven in Gippsland is a popular holiday spot, 
particularly for young families. We enjoy a 
peaceful time crossing the footbridge to 
Ninety Mile Beach and spotting wildlife, 
exploring the bush, hiring a kayak to paddle 
in the gentle surrounding lakes and just 
hanging out by the beach. It’s a blissful end to 
our adventures. 

Info visitvictoria.com visitmelbourne.com 

visitphillipisland.com 

visitgreatoceanroad.org.au 

visitballarat.com.au visiteastgippsland.com 
Do ngv.vic.gov.au museumsvictoria.com.au 

melbourne.legolanddiscoverycentre.com.au 

rbg.vic.gov.au oldmelbournegaol.com.au 

slv.vic.gov.au penguins.org.au 

amazenthings.com.au skytrail.com.au 

sovereignhill.com.au kryalcastle.com.au 

wildlifepark.com.au donegansfarm.com.au 

ballaratbotanicalgardens.com.au
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Swim with the dolphins
For an experience that’s anything but 
ordinary, why not swim with the dolphins 
in Port Phillip Bay? Award-winning 
Polperro Dolphin Swims help families 
connect with these magnificent creatures 
in a rare and magical experience. As a 
family business, Polperro Dolphin Swims 
has led the way in research and 
environmentally responsible dolphin and 
seal tourism, creating the ‘Canopy of Care’ 
citizen science programs to enable 
children and adolescents to become 
custodians of their own future. 

These wildly exciting yet gentle 
interactions with Port Phillip Bay’s 
dolphins attract visitors from all over the 
world and all gear, including wetsuits and 
snorkels, is provided. polperro.com.au

08 Digging for gold at Sovereign Hill 09 Good old-fashioned tree climbing at Lakes Entrance. Images  
01, 02, 03, 04, 06, 07 & 09 © Christine Knight. Images 05 & 08 © Aleney de Winter
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