
Australia’s fourth oldest town (behind Sydney, Parramatta 
and Hobart), Liverpool was the first free planned settlement 
of Australia. The original inhabitants of the area were the 
Cabrogal people, who lived in the region the tribes called 

Gunyungalung for up to 40,000 years.
Nowadays, Liverpool is a suburb known for its multicultural residents 

and excellent food from around the world. 

TOP PLACES TO VISIT

BIGGE PARK
Bigge Park received a $5million 
upgrade recently, including a large 
water play park. The water park 
has three zones, two of which are 
under cover, with features that 
include a tipping bucket, overhead 
showers and water guns pumping 
filtered recycled water. The park 
is also home to two children’s 
playgrounds and the Liverpool 
District War Memorial.

CASULA POWERHOUSE 
ARTS CENTRE

Housed inside the old Liverpool 
Powerhouse that closed operations 
in 1976, the building has been 
given a new life as the Casula 
Powerhouse Arts Centre, offering 
a range of permanent and rotating 
exhibitions, events and educational 
programs including excellent 
initiatives for kids such as the 
annual Way Out West Festival.

CASULA PARKLANDS

The $4million adventure 
playground opened in May 2019, 
and has been designed to offer 
outdoor activities to everyone in 
the community. Casula Parklands 
features a toddler playground, an 
accessible carousel, dual flying 
foxes, swings, inclusive play 
equipment for all abilities, play 
equipment for older kids and teens 

including an eight-metre-high 
Sky Walk and tunnel slide, a ninja 
training circuit for teenagers and 
adults and off-leash parks for big 
and small dogs. There are shaded 
picnic shelters, water bubblers 
and bathrooms available at the 
playground, making it the perfect 
spot for an all-day outing.

LIVERPOOL REGIONAL MUSEUM
The Liverpool Regional Museum 
is free to drop by and take a look 
at the permanent exhibition, 
“Resonances: objects, lives 
and stories of Liverpool”, plus 
rotating exhibitions and public 
programs. Since opening in 
1989, the museum has preserved 
and shared Liverpool’s cultural 
heritage, history and stories with 
the community. Those interested 
in family history can research for 
information with assistance from 
the Liverpool Genealogy Society 
volunteers.

ST LUKE’S LIVERPOOL
One of Sydney’s oldest Anglican 
churches, the foundation stone for 
St Luke’s was laid by Governor 
Lachlan Macquarie himself in 
1818. The church has a simple 
Georgian design and was built 
with convict labour from locally 
produced sandstock bricks and 
mainly cedar timber.
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Located in Sydney’s south west, Liverpool is a 
vibrant suburb with a multicultural heart 

LIVERPOOL

LOCAL CONTRIBUTOR

Liverpool is the centre 
of South West Sydney; 
a multicultural suburb 

that has been targeted to become 
Sydney’s third CBD.
I grew up in the outskirts of Liverpool, 
and over the years have watched the 
suburb grow into a vibrant place to live, 
do business and raise a family. 
South West Sydney has always been a 
hub of multiculturalism. Growing up the 
local community reflected Australia’s 
unique blend of other nations. My 
school mates’ families had immigrated 
from Vietnam, Cambodia, China, Sri 
Lanka and even Africa, with many of the 
kids being the first of their families to be 
born in Australia. 
Growing up in such a multicultural 
community meant swapping lunch with 
mates whose noodles looked infinitely 
more appealing than a cheese sandwich 
and admiring a friend’s cheongsam she 
wore for the school multicultural day. 
Liverpool was a great place to be a kid. 
It was safe, green and had plenty of 
space to roam.
Smart entrepreneurs have harnessed 
the potential of the growing suburb 
by opening cafes that reflect the 
tastes of the community. Trendy coffee 
shops and restaurants have opened in 
droves, serving authentic food from the 
Italian, Greek, Thai, Chinese, Indian 
and Middle Eastern communities. It’s 
the place to go to get a flaky burek or 
sweet baklava  – without the hefty price 
tag of central Sydney dining, usually 
double the size and tasting twice as 
good.
South West Sydney has always been a 
great place for local kids to get active 
with plenty of options to ride bikes 
and run around the wide open fields. 
In recent years this has only improved 
further, with the opening of even more 
green spaces in the surrounding suburbs 
and beautifully designed playgrounds 
for kids that keep them entertained and 
even cool in summer with their splash 
features. 
Thanks to social media promoting local 
hotspots, South West suburbs that 
have flown under the radar for years 
are attracting seekers of fine food and 
entertainment from all across Sydney. 
The secret is out, and it’s time for the 
South West to shine. 

A MULTICULTURAL 
SUBURB ON THE RISE
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