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THE ANNUAL MELBOURNE CUP 

Carnival is more than just the “race that 

stops the nation”, it is a 158-year-old 

social and cultural tradition that runs 

over four days, from November 2 - 9, 

and encompasses a multitude of races 

and events at Flemington Racecourse.

Kicking off the Carnival is the AAMI 

Victoria Derby Day on Saturday, 

2 November. Said to be the day for 

racing purists, AAMI Victoria Derby 

Day is considered one of the most 

prestigious days of racing in Australasia, 

and includes nine Group races, four 

at the elite Group 1 level worth $1m 

or more. The feature Group 1 AAMI 

Victoria Derby is worth $2 million, 

and is regarded as Australia’s premier 

staying classic for three-year-olds. 

Fashion is, as ever, an important 

part of the Melbourne Cup Carnival, 

and AAMI Derby Day kicks off the Myer 

Fashion on the Field events. Black and 

white is the traditional colour scheme 

for women on this day, while men 

often choose to wear a grey morning 

suit with a peacock vest and pinstripe 

pants. An official flower for the day, 

the cornflower, can also be worn 

by racegoers, for example in a lapel.

The focal point of the Melbourne 

Cup Carnival, the Lexus Melbourne 

Cup Day, is on Tuesday, 5 November. 

A truly spectacular event, the 

$8 million Lexus Melbourne Cup 

is an exhilarating race watched by 

100,000+ people on the field, plus 

the hundreds of millions across the 

globe who tune into the broadcast. 

As well as being an exciting day 

on the field, the Lexus Melbourne 

Cup Day is also a time for fashion 

to take centre stage. It’s the day to 

make a strong fashion statement 

with an exotic or outrageous 

ensemble; statement hats are an 

essential accessory, as is a yellow 

rose in the lapel.

The next day in the carnival is 

Kennedy Oaks Day, on Thursday, 

7 November. The traditional “Ladies 

Day” of the Melbourne Cup Carnival, 

Kennedy Oaks Day gives women the 

opportunity to express their own 

signature style while connecting 

with friends and family. Ladies of all 

ages dress for Kennedy Day in their 

most feminine ensemble, including 

beautiful florals, romantic looks and 

delicate fabrics. Flemington hosts 

one of the world’s great outdoor 

fashion events on this day, with 

the announcement of the winner 

of the Women’s Racewear national 

competition of Myer Fashions on the 

Field. Visitors should remember to 

wear the official flower of Kennedy 

Oaks Day, which is a pink rose.

On the race track, the highlight 

event is the Group 1 Kennedy Oaks, 

which is a $1 million classic for three-

year-old fillies over 2500m.

Finishing up the Melbourne 

Cup Carnival on its fourth and final 

day is the Seppelt Wines Stakes Day 

on Saturday, 9 November. The day 

features two Group 1 races, headlined 

by the $2 million weight-for-age 

Seppelt Mackinnon Stakes, as well as 

the scorching 1200m $2 million Darley 

Sprint Classic.

Seppelt Wines Stakes Day is also 

known as the Carnival’s "family day" 

and features Myer Fashions on the 

Field for children and families. The 

final day of the Carnival has a relaxed 

atmosphere and gives kids aged 6-17 

the opportunity to shine in the latest 

junior fashions either by competing in 

the fashion events or just having fun 

with family and friends. Families can 

now compete together if they choose, 

in a dedicated Family Category. 

When dressing for Seppelt Wines 

Stakes Day, remember to wear the 

official flower, which is the red rose.

The fun off the field continues 

with an exciting lineup of some of 

the biggest names in Australian 

music performing on stage at The 

Park throughout the Carnival. Artists 

include ARIA chart-toppers Ball Park 

Music, Birds of Tokyo, Dean Lewis, local 

Victorian artist Kian, as well as Aussie 

DJ Young Franco. There will be further 

performances throughout the Carnival 

at the Rotunda in The Park.

While fashion and fillies may take 

centre stage at the Carnival, foodies 

have not been forgotten. Racegoers 

can sample dishes from Melbourne’s 

trendiest food institutions, ranging from 

American-style pizza slices to Instagram-

worthy cartoon character baos.

The Melbourne Cup Carnival is an 

exciting, must-see event that captures 

the attention of the nation. We highly 

recommend taking this opportunity to 

immerse yourself in one of Australia’s 

most celebrated carnivals.

Spring Racing Fever

O
PP

O
SI

TE
 P

AG
E,

 T
O

P 
LE

FT
 A

N
D

 B
OT

TO
M

 R
IG

H
T:

 P
H

OT
O

S 
CO

U
RT

ES
Y 

G
ET

TY
 

IM
AG

ES
. T

O
P 

R
IG

H
T:

 B
IR

D
S 

O
F 

TO
KY

O,
 P

H
OT

O:
 C

YB
EL

E 
M

AL
IN

OW
SK

I.


